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We have quite the season developing 
before our eyes for agility.  We’d like to 
draw your attention to the following: Nov 
1/09 fun trial results, NADA’s 2010 AAC
-Sanctioned trials schedule, and Atlantic 
Canada trial opportunities. 

November 1/09 Agility Fun Trial  

On Nov 1/09, we hosted the first fun trial 
for the new agility trial committee. We 
offered one standard run (designed by 
Dianne Ford, judged by Angie West) for 
novices and AAC starters, one gam-
blers (designed by Dianne Ford, judged 
by Aimée Surprenant), and one jumpers 
(designed and judged by Dianne Ford).  
A total of 43 runs were registered with a 
total of 16 dogs registered, 2 dogs were 
unable to participate due to illnesses.   

We had the equivalent of 5 Q’s 
(qualifying runs): Bella & Rose Browne 
– starters gamblers, Rogue & Mike Mel-
bourne – starters gamblers, Archie & 
Angie West – starters gamblers, Ruby & 
Shannon Fraser – starters jumpers, and 
Ruby & Shannon Fraser – starters stan-
dard.   

The placings were the following: 

Novice Standard: 

1st – Jersey & Brianna Newton 
2nd – Bella & Caroline Moore 
3rd – Maho & Christo Stassis 
 

“AAC Starters” Standard:  

1st – Ruby & Shannon Fraser (“Q”) 
2nd – Mickey & Tony McCue 
3rd – Archie & Angie West 
 

Gamblers: 

1st – Archie & Angie West (“Q”) 
2nd – Rogue & Mike Melbourne (“Q”) 
3rd – Bella & Rose Browne (“Q”) 
 

 

Jumpers: 

1st – Ruby & Shannon Fraser (“Q”) 
2nd – Rogue & Mike Melbourne  
3rd – Mickey & Tony McCue 
 

Congratulations to all the teams for their 
good runs – everyone achieved a suc-
cessful run in some way! 

The trial committee would like to thank 
the volunteers for their time and effort.  In 
particular: Kim Olenick for scribing, Cathy 
Hale & Tina Soulier for their help with 
timing, Tina Soulier & Brianna Newton 
(gate stewards), Mike Melbourne (course 
change coordinator), Jaydon Hale for 
scribe running, and the ring stewards for 
the fast and energetic height changes: 
Alex Olenick, Cassia Parsons and Jay-
don Hale.  

At this trial, the trial committee noticed 
that the PVC jump cups are getting 
beaten up again (and are breaking).  
Please handle all PVC equipment with 
care and diligence – including the ring 
gates (some of which are also crack-
ing in the bases) .  Careful handling will 
prevent expensive repairs (the ring gates 
were not cheap). 

Financially, we broke-even with a net 
“profit” $29.40 for the fun trial, not includ-
ing any of the fundraising in the Christ-
mas Gift Basket.  Speaking of which, the 
committee would like to extend a special 
thanks to the following individuals for 
their contributions to the basket: Special 
thank you goes out to those who donated 
to the basket: Angie West, Erin Pottle, 
Kim Olenick, Heather Skanes, Jane 
Udell , Lindsay Davis, Dr. Heather Hillier, 
Glenda Loo, Aimee Surprenant, Dale 
Foster, Rose Browne, Jennie Murphy, 
and NADA Inc. 

NADA’s 2010 AAC-Sanctioned Trials 
Schedule  

We have been negotiating sites, judges 
and offerings for 2010.  We are happy to 

announce the following has been con-
firmed.  If you are not competing, but 
interested in volunteering, please contact 
Kim Olenick (kimby11@live.ca) All com-
petitors will be signed up for a volunteer-
ing job for the trial that they are entered. 

 
Sunday, July 18, 2010 : Stephen Dahr, 
judge  

Location: Southlands Park – greenspace 
behind Cottonwood Cres / Ruby Line / 
Great Southern and Treetop. 

Offerings:  2 Standard Runs (Starters and 
Advanced – 2 each), 1 Jumpers (Starters 
and Advanced – 1 each). 

Time: Set-up commences at 10:00am 

 
Sunday, August 22, 2010: Rebecca 
Dunstan, judge 

Location: Pearlgate Track & Field Com-
plex 

Offerings: 1 Gamblers (Starters and Ad-
vanced – 1 each), 2 Standard Runs 
(Starters and Advanced – 2 each),  

Time: Set-up commences at 12:00pm 

�
Sunday, September 19, 2010: Rick 
Whiting, judge 

Location: Pearlgate Track & Field Com-
plex 

Offerings: 1 Standard Run (Starters and 
Advanced – 1 each), 1 Snooker 
(Starters and Advanced – 1 each), 1 
Steeplechase 

Time: Set-up commences at 12:00pm 

 
We highly recommend you consider par-
ticipating in these competitions – they are 
fun, relaxed and informative! J  To be 
able to compete, you must have an 
AAC ID card/number for your dog.  
(Continued on p. 4) 
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(Continued from p. 3) You don’t have to be a member of AAC, but your dog must be registered.)  Since it takes time for the 
forms to be processed, we recommend you apply now (http://www.aac.ca/en/Forms/pdf/AAC_DogIDCardEN.pdf). 

2010 Atlantic Canada Competitions  

As always, there are a plethora of AAC trials in Atlantic Canada.  We highly recommend the ones in Truro, NS as the indoor 
soccer facility is really nice, and the folks there are quite nice!  For more information about upcoming trials in the region, visit the 
AAC website: www.aac.ca under Events. 
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What else can I say about this past year besides the word... 
AMAZING.  This year has been, in the almost three years 

this club has been around, the best by far!  So many things 
have progressed and major decisions have been made, new 
amazing dogs, lots of support, our first fun trial, workshops, 

NAFA in 2010, and the list goes on! 

First things first, I want to welcome the new Fog Dogs who 
have just completed the beginners course, and who will be 

continuing on in April in the intermediate class. I also want 
to say a huge thank you to everyone who has come out to 
support The Fog Dogs over the last year.  Without the help 

of volunteers, instructors, friends and family we wouldn’t be 
the close knit team we are today.  Even if it’s as simple as 
picking up lose tennis balls, box loading, or helping us set 

up equipment, every bit counts.  And again, without the 
help, we would be lost. 

In April and October we had the pleasure of having Cheryl 
Steadman come from New Brunswick to host two Flyball 

workshops.  Each workshop went off without a hitch. We 
learnt a lot of new training ideas, which have been paying 
off tremendously.  Cheryl has been my guiding light in Fly-
ball since I first met her a few years back, and I cannot ask 

for a better mentor... Or my Flyball Fairy Godmother as I call 
her . 

Next up, In November we hosted our first Flyball Fun Day! 
We were originally hoping for a fun trial, but we didn’t have 

enough advanced dogs for two full teams, and we wanted 
dogs of all skill levels to take part and have fun.  That is the 
most important thing, is FUN.  And I think we accomplished 

this.  The Fog Dogs put a lot of time and brainstorming into 
this trial, we decided to award prizes for each category, 
and, well – to everyone!  We wanted every person to feel 

welcome and appreciated and that their dogs were amaz-
ing no 
matter if 

they had 
done Fly-
ball be-

fore or 
not!  To 
our sur-
prise, most of the dogs that took part had never done Fly-

ball before.  This night was a huge one for the team as 
well.  The Rogers TV program, Out of the Fog, came out to 
video tape us.  They aired our segment on November 9th, 

2009. 

Lastly, The Fog Dogs have a major announcement.... we 
have decided as a team that we will be traveling to Lunen-

burg, NS in August 2010 for our first tournament!  It is be-
ing hosted by Maple Leaps out of Nova Scotia.  They are 
really excited for our debut race and we are really excited 

as a team, and are just dying to get out and race, and have 
a good trip. 

If there is one thing I have to say, is that through Flyball, I 

have met some of the greatest teammates anyone could 
ever ask for, but most importantly, some of the greatest 
friends anyone would want! This is the whole reason I love 

Flyball so much. The team aspect of it is amazing. You 
meet new people and you gain friendships, which is to me, 
the most important thing. 

To my fellow Fog Dogs, beginners to the advanced, keep 

up the amazing work! 

Stephanie, Head Flyball Instructor 
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All the while I was working for a two month stint in Ottawa, I 
kept saying over and over..."it isn't like this in Newfound-
land" and our first dog agility trial experience off the island 
was no different. Ottawa had so many different things...the 
squirrels were big and black and could probably carry my 
dog away if they wanted to. There were 8 lane freeways 
and people continually complained about the weather and 
bundled up against the harsh wind while we went out in 
shorts and tees commenting on the lovely light breeze to 
name just a few! Since Mike had the opportunity to visit 
while I was there, we researched available trials in the area 
and found that a place called Dream Fields agility was hav-
ing a self serve starters evening trial the weekend that Mike 
would be there. What luck!!! 
  
So, two Newfoundlanders in the big city with a white dog 
with "the ears" rented a car and set out on our first ever 
freeway expedition! Thank God and good fortune for GPS 
is all I have to say to that!  Dream Fields is located in 
Ashton, Ontario and has acres of beautiful green fenced 
outdoor rings and a huge indoor training facility capable 
of holding a competition size ring. Upon arrival, I set inside 
to get the lay of the land while Mike gave Rogue a short 
walk. I wasn't even blinked at....just told to set A frames 
here and jumps here etc. Again something else that for 
sure wasn't like home...if a stranger showed up at one of 
our trials they would be set upon by everyone to welcome 
them whether they wanted it or not! In total there were 
about 25 to 30 competitors there for the evening and there 
were 5 events scheduled; 2 standards, gamblers, snookers 
and team relay. The first event, gamblers, Mike and Rogue 
started off flying and racking up tons of points but were un-
able to complete the gamble. Up to this point, not many of 
the other competitors had said much to us but Mike and 
Rogue left the ring with the other competitors smiling and 
cheering on the new enthusiastic team. Talking about the 
different runs got the conversation started and pretty soon 

everyone around had to come and see the folks who came 
all the way from Newfoundland for an evening trial. Next 2 
events were the standard runs and a fault in each event 
kept the coveted Q at bay. Neither Mike nor I can really 
remember Snookers but I think it went something like 1 -6 - 
whistle!!! Team Relay was the last event and Mike/Rogue 
team was paired with a Veteran Golden with a love for 
the zoomies. Thankfully, his handler Marie Nadeau had a 
good sense of humour and was all for a silly white dog with 
"the ears" being her partner. 
  
Rogue received a few pretty ribbons and some new toys 
from the competition but most of all experienced a trial 
away from home and got to meet some new great dog peo-
ple. It goes to show that no matter where you are, we are 
all brought together by the love we have with our furry train-
ing partners. They cheered and laughed like we do for each 
other, even for some strangers and made us feel welcome. 
For all the times I expressed "it isn't like this in Newfound-
land", we couldn't say that about the spirit 
of comradery and friendship that we experienced. Instead, 
that was just like a small piece of home. We would go back 
in a heartbeat. However, Rogue thinks that the next time, 
she'll forgo the plane ride but that's a whole other story for 
another time. 
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“I remember teaching Ina and Tater in their first Intermediate class.  It wasn’t long before the agility bug 
bit them hard, and Mike joined the agility ranks with his puppy, Rogue.  Mike and Ina have impacted the 
club tremendously.  Their thirst for agility information and different training approaches pushed me to 
update my techniques as an instructor.  For that I will always be grateful!  Mike also has helped the club 
with building some equipment for the members and assisting in getting the equipment to spec.  Both 
Mike and Ina have helped numerous club members learn agility and how to work with their dogs via 
Puppy, Beginners, Intermediate I and Intermediate II classes.  Ina also helped by introducing a jumping 
workshop last winter based on Susan Salo’s work.   Mike and Ina have been through ups and downs 
during their time with our club; it was particularly heart wrenching to witness them lose their first dog and 
agility partner, Tater, to his illness.  Now with their current partners, Rogue and Hero, I am sure that we 
will be seeing great things of Mike and Rogue, and Ina and Hero in the AAC world.  The two of them 
have been invaluable to the club, and I wish them all the best in Ottawa!  Sincerely Dianne.” 
 
“What to say about Mike and Ina?  Well they are two very dedicated individuals to this club.  They 
have participated in committees, the board, teaching and volunteering.  They have never hesitated to 
share what information they have found or come across and are always willing to help when you need it.  I joined the club the same 
time as they did and remember having a great conversation with them at the first pot-luck.  We became really good friends under 
tragic circumstances, but I am so glad I had them through that difficult time.  Since then we have had lots of great talks about agility, 
flyball and teaching methods.  I am going to miss them immensely but I wish them all the luck in their new adventure!  I hope that 
whichever club you decide to join knows how lucky they are to have you!  Brianna” 

“I first met Ina and Mike when I taught them beginners agility with their wonderful and heart melting pup, Tater. They were very keen 
on Agility and loved every minute of it.  They have become very important members of this club, and most importantly, great 
friends.  They lost a very important member of their family last year, Tater.  Ina's heart dog. He was so very sweet and touched every-
one's heart, but with the help of Rogue, they kept up the agility training. These two go above and beyond the duties  a NADA member 
needs to, but they do it to insure everything is right in the club, and that people are getting the experience they deserve.  They have 
put in countless hours volunteering, teaching, being on committees, and just being a friend to everyone. I wish you all the best in the 
future.  Best of luck guys!! Steph and Sasha” 

“I met Mike and Ina at my very first NADA flyball class. Even on that first day I could see how much they cared about the club and its 
members. Whether it was Mike keeping my mom company on the bench, or Ina loading up the flyball box, they were both always 
there to help out in some way. But I think what really sets them apart is the care they show for the members and dogs themselves. I 
know that I owe them both one huge thank you on behalf of my dog Molly who I’ll admit, I almost gave up on many times when it came 
to flyball and agility. But every time I came close to quitting, it was always Ina or Mike who was  there to encourage me and assure me 
that with patience, Molly would come around—and they were right! I know that in Ottawa they will bring the same great attitudes to 
their new club and touch the lives of many other people and dogs. Christina.”  

“To write about the contributions Mike and Ina have made to the club would be endless.  Ina has served on the Board of Directors and 
has sat on different committees. The number of volunteer hours she has given is tremendous. Often when called and asked what she 
was doing, nine times out of ten she was working on NADA business. She certainly helped to make the organization run smoothly and 
her organizational skills will be missed. Ina is also a great agility instructor. There weren’t many levels she didn’t teach and if anyone 
had the privilege of being in one of her classes, her passion for the sport was evident. Ina started agility with her dog Tater. For those 
of you who knew Tater it was a sad day when he passed away. Ina rescued her new dog, Hero from the Labrador dump and I look 
forward to hearing about their agility success on the mainland.  Mike on the other hand started off on a quieter note preferring to re-
main in the background. However he was still a very active member helping to set up and fix equipment and eventually he started to 
make jumps and weave poles.  He used to comment he wasn’t comfortable talking to a group of people and had no desire to teach. 
WELL THEN, haven’t things changed. I have watched Mike’s confidence grow and although he is still instrumental in the equipment 
department he now teaches classes and has sat on committees. He tells me I am old enough to be his mother so I guess I am as 
proud of him as a mother could be. I am sure Mike and Rogue will be a team to reckon with in Ottawa.  Mike and Ina have spent 
countless hours watching videos, reading books and magazines in their search to learn anything and everything there is to know 
about agility. Many current trends and ideas (ex Ina and Mike were the ones to bring 2x2 weave training to the club), have come as a 
result of their quest for knowledge.  Finally and most importantly is their friendship. Although I am very happy for Ina in her work pro-
motion and their subsequent move I will dearly miss our conversations and our walks with the dogs. I love you both and will miss you 
guys. Good luck and stay in touch. Jennie, Jet and Lexi” 
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